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RELEASED IN FULL 

From: Comley, William A 

Sent: Friday, August 18, 2006 11:56 AM 

To: EAP-MTS-INDONESIA-DL; Allan, Stuart (EAP/RSP); Harper, Ramona P; Zenzie, Charles 
U 

Subject: FW: ST: The Hambali Dilemma [+CSM: New Jihadists An Emerging Threat ; JP] 
This is an unusual twist . . . 



From: William Comley [mailto:billcomley@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Friday, August 18, 2006 11:41 AM 
To: Comley, William A 

Subject: Fwd: ST: The Hambali Dilemma [+CSM: New Jihadists An Emerging Threat ; JP] 



JoyoNews@aol.com wrote: 
From: JoyoNews@aol.com 
Date: Fri, 18 Aug 2006 01:06:42 EDT 

Subject: ST: The Hambali Dilemma [+CSM: New Jihadists An Emerging Threat ; JP] 
To: undisclosed-recipients:; 

also: CSM: A New Generation of Jihad Seekers [Terrorism experts say 
young radicals working in Al Qaeda's shadow are an emerging threat.]; 
and JP Op-Ed: Jihad in Mideast could mean unholy war 

The Straits Times (Singapore) 
Frioday, August 18, 2006 

The Hambali Dilemma 

US officials are said to have offered to hand 
over terrorist but Indonesia is now not keen 

Derwin Pereira, US Bureau Chief 

IN WASHINGTON - AFTER demanding for months that the United States 
hand over Hambali, who is regarded as one of Asia's most wanted terrorists, 
Indonesia is said to have spurned an American offer to send him back. 

Senior Indonesian intelligence officials and diplomats told The 
Straits Times that an approach was made by the US Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) three months ago to take back Riduan Isamuddin, better 
known as Hambali. 

But Indonesian officials are said to have poured cold water on the 
idea of repatriation because Jakarta 'does not want another Bashir' 
on its hands. 
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Once described as the 'Osama bin Laden of South-east Asia', Hambali 
was the main link between Al-Qaeda and South-east Asia's Jemaah 
Islamiah (JI) terror network that was responsible for a string of 
bombings in Indonesia, including the devastating Bali attack in 
October 2002 that killed 202 people. 

Hambali was captured in a joint operation by the CIA and Thai police 
in 2003 and taken to an undisclosed location. There has been 
speculation at various junctures that he was spirited off to the 
US-leased British base of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean or to the 
Guantanamo Bay detention centre in Cuba. Recent reports have also 
named the Al-Jafr Prison in Jordan's desert. But the US officials 
remain tight-lipped. 

Lately Jakarta's outlook seems to have changed. 

'When we asked for him, the Americans snubbed us,' noted an official 
from Indonesia's state intelligence agency BIN. 

'We had no access to him and were given only interview transcripts by 
their agents that won't hold in our legal system. 

'Now, they want us to do the dirty work of prosecuting him.' 

Privately, Indonesian security officials concede that it will be a 
difficult task convicting Hambali in Indonesia. They fear he could be 
let off with a mere slap on the wrist, just like Abu Bakar Bashir. 

Bashir, who is alleged to be the spiritual head of JI, was released 
last month. He was originally sentenced to three years in prison for 
treason and immigration violations, but it was subsequently reduced to 
20 months. 

Said a senior police investigator in Jakarta: If Hambali is tried 
here, it's only a matter of time that he also walks free.' 

The Indonesian authorities cite two other reasons for refusing to 
accept Hambali, 

For one, they feel his return will be too divisive in the nation which 
has the world's largest Muslim population. 

'Hambali will be seen as a Muslim persecuted by America in some 
sections of our community,' said the intelligence official. 
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Like the Bashir saga, the Indonesian government will have to walk a 
tightrope between appeasing Islamic factions in the. country and 
international opinion. 

Secondly, Jakarta believes that it has little use for Hambali now. 
Indeed, this was a point that Indonesia's Ambassador to the US, Mr 
Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat, was quick to highlight during a meeting 
with foreign correspondents here on Tuesday. 

'Without Hambali in our custody, we have already arrested 300 
suspected perpetrators,' he said. 

This comment is significant in another respect. It underscores perhaps 
a shared perspective that the Indonesian Foreign Ministry (Deplu) and 
security agencies like BIN are holding for the first time. Previously, 
Deplu had long called for Hambali's return. 

Within the Washington beltway, however, insiders argue that 
inter-agency rivalry, especially between the CIA, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and the Defence Intelligence Agency, continues 
to affect coordination. 

The CIA might have made the approach to BIN but it is possible that 
none of the other agencies were informed, according to a 
well-connected source in the US intelligence, community. 

In response to queries from The Straits Times, the FBI and the State 
Department refused comment. Attempts to contact the CIA proved futile. 

A State Department official said: 'We don't have anything that we can 
share with anyone about the detention of and access to Hambali. 

We can tell you that the US government works closely with Indonesia 
on counter-terrorism issues, including sharing all information we can 
with their authorities regarding Hambali.' 

An administration official, however, conceded that there might have 
been discussions 'at the lower levels' between the intelligence 
agencies of both countries. 

Indeed, the US might have just been sending feelers to Indonesia at a 
time when it is facing intense criticism at home and abroad on 
Guantanamo and other prison camps that hold suspected terrorists 
outside America. 

President George W. Bush said last month that he would like to close 
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down the prison camp on Cuba and, according to some Republicans, there 
has been considerable brainstorming in the administration on how to 
deal with the backlash against these camps. 

One approach was to scale back such operations. And that involved 
returning several prisoners to their home countries. 

At present, 460 people are held at Guantanamo as 'enemy combatants'. 
In total, only 10 have been formally charged since the camp opened in 
early 2002. 

Washington does not acknowledge that they are prisoners of war or 
entitled to the full protection of the Geneva Conventions. 



The Christian Science Monitor 
Friday, August 18, 2006 

A New Generation of Jihad Seekers 

Terrorism experts say young radicals working in 
A] Qaeda's shadow are an emerging threat. 

By Dan Murphy | Staff writer 
of The Christian Science Monitor 

NEW YORK - While British investigators have revealed a trans- At! antic plot to 
blow up as many as 12 US-bound planes, their case against British and 
Pakistani suspects also reveals that the West's war on terror is attracting more and 
more young Muslims to militant circles, say terrorism experts. 

The US-led Iraq war and American support for Israel's bombardment of Lebanon 
are serving to fertilize anger in segments of the Muslim world. And, they say, 
this means that Al Qaeda may no longer be the primary enemy, but that 
disparate groups of young radicals who are imitating their tactics are emerging as 
equally potent threats. 

"We haven't lost, but we're losing [the war on terror]," says Marc Sageman, 

the author of "Understanding Terror Networks" and a former CIA case officer who 

served as a liaison to the Afghan mujahideen in the late 1980s. 

"The old Al Qaeda is basically neutralized. Now the danger comes from self- 
generated groups, they stay at home and they don't need to contact Al Qaeda - 
they know what Al Qaeda thinks. So in a way it's more ubiquitous and the 
theater of operations is now the whole world." 
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